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A. Purpose

South Washington Watershed District (SWWD)IFmHepeFt—presems—the Watershed Management
Plan (WMP)
rationale-and provides the means for the SWW Dby-which-the-Watershed-DistrictwiH to -manage the

water and natural resources of the watershed. The WMP has been prepared in accordance with

Minnesota Rules Chapter 8410, "Metropolitan Area Local Water Management," May 27, 1992, the
Metropolitan Surface Water Management Act, Minnesota Statute 103B and Minnesota Statute 103D.

accomplish-itsstatutory-purpeses—The legislature has recognized the public benefit need-to eenserve
managing water and natural resources through-land-utitization-and-fleed-centrel based upon sound

scientific principles._ The SWWD through a combination of authorities granted in through the

enactment of these laws, will prepare a plan that inventories resources, assesses the quality, and

establishes requlatory controls or physical improvements to maintain environmental quality of the

watershed.

Managers will continuously cooperate with and seek the help-assistance of municipalities, other

government agencies, and citizens within the SWWDBistriet to accomplish the goals of the PLAN.as
itearriesoutitswork: Hrecognizes-that-Land use zoning and fand-use-planning are the-primary
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municipal responsibility ef-municipalities, while the Bistriet's-prirrarySWWD’s responsibility is to
plan and manage water and natural resources.-at-a-district-wide-scale:

Land use changes akteration affects the rate, volume, and quality of surface water runoff. which

District. _The SWWD WMP_will work with the planned land use according to the 2020

comprehensive plans. A connection to land use decision through planning and management of the

resource will help to ensure the future quality of the natural resources while accommodating growth

in the watershed. The WMP will focus on controlling non-point source impacts to water resources.

South Washington Watershed District
711197 I-2



I. Introduction

The SWWD implementation is a function of three primary areas of focus; 1) Physical improvements;

2) Regulatory controls; 3) Water resource monitoring and evaluation. In general, projects and

programs are separated into three categories; 1) flood control; 2) water quality; 3) natural resource

management. Every project or program in the WMP or on an annual basis has an public information

component, to assist residents of the watershed with a general understanding of water resource
management.
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B. Background

The boundaries of the SWWD are shown in Figure IV-1. The watershed is located entirely in
Washington County and contains portions of five-eight cities: Afton, Cottage Grove, Grey Cloud
Island Township, Lake EImo, Newport, Oakdale, St. Paul Park and Woodbury. The watershed area
and the relative portions of the watershed contained in each of the eight-five cities are presented in
Table I-1.

Table I-1. Area of Cities within the Watershed *

City Acres Square Miles Percentage
1 . :

Afton 448 0.7 13
17:41821,011 32.827:2 50-146

Cottage Grove

Grey Cloud Island 2,432 3.8 S

Lake ElImo #7104 Hil 29

Newport 2490 39 5

Oakdale 643 1.0 18

St. Paul Park 1,498 2.3 3
16,39715,569 254.63 3644-8

Woodbury - - —

*”””{ Formatted Table
Totals 45,61934,748 54.371.3 100

* Based on legal boundaries

The Cottage Grove Ravine Watershed Management Organization (WMO) was formed in 1984 to

manage the resources of the watershed. This WMO was based on a joint powers agreement among
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the five cities in the watershed. A draft watershed management plan for the WMO was completed in

April 1988; however, this plan was never approved or adopted by the WMO.

The WMO was later dishanded, and, in 1993, the Cottage Grove Ravine Watershed District was
formed as the 42nd watershed district in Minnesota. The watershed district changed its name to the
South Washington Watershed District in 1995.

0

and-Chapter 103D —\Watershed-Districts=~ Completion and approval of the SWWD WMP was
completed in September, 1997.

In April, 2003, the SWWD petitioned the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources to enlarge

the boundary and include the East Mississippi Water Management Organization. This watershed

area included all or portions of Grey Cloud Island Township, and the Cities of Cottage Grove

Woodbury, St. Paul Park and Newport. The enlargement of the SWWD was completed as part of the

recommendations from the Washington County Water Governance Study, 1999. The enlargement

petition was approved on May 28, 2003.

C. Board of Managers

A historical list of the Fhe-1996-S\WAAD-Board of Managers, the terms they served, theirpost-and
the City were they reside is listed below.

Richard Hammero, President 1993-1998 Cottage Grove
Robert Koch,\ice-President 1993-1998 Oakdale
Patrick Rice,-Seeretary 1993-1998 Cottage Grove
Christian Hiniker,—Freasurer 1993-1998 Woodbury
James Wessman 1993-2002 Woodbury
Jack Lavold 1998-Present Cottage Grove
Carol Hockert 1999-2000 Cottage Grove
Mike Gallagher 1999 Oakdale

Don Wodek 1999-2004 Woodbury
Don Pereira 2000-Present Cottage Grove
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Mike Pouliot 2002-Present Woodbury
Denny Hanna 2003-Present Grey Cloud Island
Brian Johnson 2004-Present Woodbury
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E. Mission Statement

The SWWD Mission Statement is:

"To effectively manage the environmental resources of the South Washington Watershed District in

cooperation with our citizens and communities.”
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